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Morning Calm: A Bibliography 
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Although leaders and laity of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints evangelized in the Asian nations of India, Ceylon (Sri Lanka), China, 
Siam (Thailand), and Burma (Myanmar) during the 1850s, and in Japan dur-
ing the first quarter of the twentieth century, they did not formally introduce 
Mormonism into Korea until after World War II. Granted, a handful of LDS 
missionaries and Japanese Church members traveled across the Korean Penin-
sula en route to China or for work opportunities with the Japanese government 
during the Japanese occupation of Korea. And a number of LDS servicemen 
from America also fought in the Korean War and met together in church units. 
But it was Kim Ho Jik, a graduate student in nutritional sciences at Cornell 
University, who was the first native Korean to be baptized into the LDS faith 
in 1951. When Dr. Kim returned to Korea he helped American servicemen 
establish the Church in his native land. In 1954 they, along with officially 
called missionaries, organized the first Korean Sunday School, and in 1955 
President Joseph Fielding Smith formally dedicated Korea for the preaching 
of the gospel. Subsequent Church leaders created the original Korean Mission 
in 1962, organized the first Korean stake in 1973, and dedicated the Seoul 
Korea Temple in 1985. At year-end 2006 there were 78,646 members, seven-
teen stakes, ninety-eight wards, fifty-two branches, four missions, six districts 
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in the Republic of Korea. There is no LDS presence in neighboring North 
Korea.

The purpose of this bibliography is to help scholars and interested Latter-
day Saints appreciate what has already been written and published on Mor-
monism and Korea, so that they can make meaningful contributions to the 
growing body of material on this understudied topic. It goes without saying 
that any serious scholar will want to review the manuscript collections at the 
Church History Library, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt 
Lake City (see Robert H. Slover II., “Resources in the Church Historian’s 
Office Relating to Asia,” BYU Studies 12, no. 1 [1971]: 107–18); the L. Tom 
Perry Special Collections, Harold B. Lee Library, Brigham Young University, 
Provo, Utah; Manuscripts Division, J. Willard Marriott Library, University of 
Utah, Salt Lake City; and Archives, Utah State Historical Society, Salt Lake 
City. These repositories hold the papers, personal histories, correspondence, 
talks, study manuals, scrapbooks, photo collections, and oral histories of some 
of the members and missionaries who have lived and proselytized in Korea.
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“Area Authority in Korea.” Ensign, September 1998, 68–69.
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92–93.
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Church News Articles (chronological order)

“Mormon Airmen hold services at Korean battlefield.” Church News, May 
16, 1951, 12.
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July 4, 1951, 5.
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4.
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11.
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7, 1960, 9.
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1960, 9.
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8–9.
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25, 1961, 7.
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May 27, 1961, 7, 15.
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May 26, 1962, 5.
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1962, 14.
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1963, 14.
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“Christianity’s History of Korea written by Palmer.” Church News, April 22, 
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“Korean sailor attracted by Gospel truth.” Church News, February 27, 1971, 

6.
“Temple visit set for 14 Koreans.” Church News, April 17, 1971, 10.
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15.
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1973, 4.
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“First Presidency hosts Korean Ambassador, Hahm.” Church News, March 
1, 1975, 3.

“Blindness led Lee Sung Dae to Gospel.” Church News, June 14, 1975, 11.
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1975, 10.
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3–4.
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14.
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14.
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10.
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1981, 23.
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“Women leaders visit Japan, Korea.” Church News, October 17, 1981, 11.
“‘I will never again be truly cold,’ former minister says.” Church News, No-

vember 7, 1981, 5.
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August 14, 1982, 11.
“Ground broken for temple in Seoul, Korea.” Church News, May 22, 1983, 

4.
“‘It’s Christmas!’” Church News, December 18, 1983, 16.
“People we’d like to know.” Church News, May 20, 1984, 13.
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“Family goals come within closer reach.” Church News, July 8, 1984, 5, 10.
“A thought from the scriptures.” Church News, October 7, 1984, 16.
“No better place to die.” Church News, October 7, 1984, 16.
“Korean orphan locates her kin.” Church News, December 9, 1984, 11.
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February 10, 1985, 6.
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Church News, September 8, 1985, 7.
“Korean Scouts make mark.” Church News, September 8, 1985, 11.
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1985, 4.
“Temple yields conversions.” Church News, November 3, 1985, 11.
“First president called for Korea temple.” Church News, November 3, 1985, 

13.
“9,000 view new temple.” Church News, December 8, 1985, 11.
“Korean is like a ‘living treasure’ among members.” Church News, February 

2, 1986, fc, 6.
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1986, 6.
“Seoul Korea Temple.” Church News, March 16, 1986, 22.
“Church grows in Korea.” Church News, May 25, 1986, 11.
“New missions to begin in 4 nations.” Church News, June 29, 1986, 4.
“Growth puts smile on construction president’s face.” Church News, July 27, 

1986, fc, 6.
“Missionary with a limp helps doctor walk in light of gospel.” Church News, 

August 31, 1986, 4.
“Faith helped him endure trials.” Church News, November 16, 1986, 7.
“Scouting introduced.” Church News, May 2, 1987, 11.
“Temple effort renewed.” Church News, July 11, 1987, 11.
“35th anniversary in Korea.” Church News, October 3, 1987, 10.
“Seminary teachers trained.” Church News, November 7, 1987, 14.
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“Seeds sprout, branch created.” Church News, November 21, 1987, 7.
“He hopes temple will bring gift of peace.” Church News, December 19, 

1987, 11.
“Church growing near Seoul.” Church News, December 26, 1987, 11.
“Holiday becomes holy day.” Church News, April 23, 1988, 10.
“Korean sings Italian opera.” Church News, August 27, 1988, 14.
“LDS Olympians entertain and entertained.” Church News, October 1, 1988, 

7.
“Stakes plan drama festival.” Church News, October 29, 1988, 7.
“Korean organist develops musical talent.” Church News, November 5, 1988, 

5.
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“‘Fun surprises’ greet children.” Church News, November 3, 1990, 5.
“Family music inspires.” Church News, November 17, 1990, 7.
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March 30, 1991, 12.
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“Church growth reflected in 2 Asia areas.” Church News, November 16, 1991, 
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“Start on second million.” Church News, May 23, 1992, 7.
“Historian shares Korean perspectives.” Church News, December 5, 1992, 

12.
“Servicemen branch in Seoul offers ‘a little bit of home.’” Church News, De-

cember 16, 1993, 7.
“1,000 attend singles gathering.” Church News, October 30, 1993, 12.
“Melting away enmity.” Church News, January 1, 1994, 16.
“A ‘labor of love.’” Church News, February 19, 1994, 2.
“Two generations laboring in Korea share the bonds of missionary service.” 

Church News, July 23, 1994, 7.
“Temples in the Pacific, Asia.” Church News, August 13, 1994, 7–10.
“Diplomat visits Polynesian Center.” Church News, November 26, 1994, 6.
“Korean area authority serves in important government positions.” Church 

News, March 9, 1996, 11.
“He bears testimony, reaffirms blessings.” Church News, June 8, 1996, 5, 7.
“Two Church leaders visit North Korea, assess needs.” Church News, July 

12, 1997, 5.
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“‘Future is bright’ for Church in Asia.” Church News, November 15, 1997, 

5.
“No burning bush, but Spirit burns brightly.” Church News, January 3, 1998, 
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22, 2000, 11.
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“Consequences of missionary effort cannot be foreseen.” Church News, July 
1, 2000, 5, 7.
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“Historic sites of Church in Korea.” Church News, August 27, 2005, 10.
“Faith of their father.” Church News, October 22, 2005, 11.
“Family values award presented in Korea.” Church News, November 19, 

2005, 15.
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2005, 14.
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“The Lord knows where he needs us.” Church News, January 13, 2007, 12.
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	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 173
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 174
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 175
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 176
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 177
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 178
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 179
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 180
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 181
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 182
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 183
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 184
	MHS vol. 9, no. 2 (Fall 2008) 185

