
106 Mormon Historical Studies

John Wayman.
Photograph is from Mary Ellen Smoot

and Marilyn Sheriff, The City In-
Between: History of Centerville,

Utah, (Bountiful, Utah: Carr Printing
Company, 1975), p. 358.

Names of the Members of the Doddington
Branch of the Bedford Conference

John and Ann Wayman were baptized 31
January 1849 (see above record). In August

the same year, John was made President of the
Doddington Branch. He became a missionary

at this time, and his name shows up on the
branch records as the missionary responsible for

several baptisms. John says that he had eight
different missionary companions (including
Lorenzo Snow) and baptized twelve people
between 31 January 1849 and 4 January

1852, when he gave his farewell address to the
Saints at Doddington, prior to leaving for

America.

The Doddington Branch Record is found in
John Wayman’s Scrapbook, courtesy of 

Church Archives, Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints.
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In 1837, the first missionaries of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints arrived in England and began preaching the gospel.1 In the years
following, the British Mission experienced an increase of convert baptisms,
leading to a Church membership reported in the Millennial Star of over
32,000 in 642 branches by 1 June 1851.2 The total number of branches list-
ed for England and Wales was 572 with 28,499 members, whereas Scotland,
the Channel Islands, and the Isle of Man had 70 branches in all with a total
membership of 3,727.

Another source of information on Church membership is branch mem-
bership records, which are available on microfilm at the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City. The library’s catalog shows branch records from
386 branches in England and Wales that include the period of 1851.3 As can
be inferred from the difference in the number of existing branch member-
ship records and the number of branches reported in the Millennial Star,
many English and Welsh branches of the Church from the 1851 time peri-
od are not currently documented. With only these two sources of informa-
tion about the Church in Britain, we have no way of knowing more about
other possible branches.

However, another primary source exists that originated outside of the
Church for the year 1851. Along with the population enumeration, the
British government conducted a religious census in March of 1851. The cen-
sus estimated the LDS Church membership as over 30,000 in 222 places of
worship in England and Wales.4 When the 1851 religious census is compared
with the Church’s branch membership records, we find that these two
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sources of information augments our knowledge of the early Church in
Britain.

The purpose of this article and the accompanying chart located at the
end of the article is to make available a branch-by-branch comparison of
these two major sources of Church membership in 1851. Although the
Millennial Star published overall charts of the number of branches and
members of each conference in the British Mission, it did not specify branch
names or places.5 Therefore, as a comparison tool, the data are not particu-
larly useful except for the global numbers mentioned above. The two types
of records being used for this article and the chart following are the 1851
religious census and the branch membership records that are currently found
in the Family History Library Catalog.6

1851 Religious Census

On Sunday, 30 March 1851, clergymen from all religions identified
throughout Britain were instructed to complete a form regarding the num-
ber of available seats and the number of individuals attending religious ser-
vices in each church, chapel, or meeting room that day. The main reason
given for conducting such a census was to find out if the churches and meet-
ing places could accommodate the ever-growing population—if everyone
went to church. The government was also interested in how many people
actually attended religious services.7

The census enumerators were given the responsibility of finding all the
meeting places of the different churches in their district and providing the
church leaders with the required forms. This task would have been relative-
ly simple with regard to finding the parish churches and chapels of the estab-
lished church, but the process was a good deal more difficult to find non-
conformist religions, especially those who met in rented halls, homes, or
other unrecognizable “church” buildings.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is a good example of a
religion that had a number of congregations meeting in places that may not
have been recognized as churches. For this reason, the census enumerators
understandably passed by many of the organized branches of the Church
without knowing to ask for a census return from the presiding authority. The
fact that such a large discrepancy exists between the number of branches
reported in the Millennial Star and the number of meeting places reported by
the 1851 census is evidence that many enumerators simply did not know
that a religious service for the Church was going on in their registration dis-
tricts.
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Despite the fact that only 222 forms
were returned for The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, the number
of attenders at the church meetings held
on census Sunday was above thirty
thousand—a fairly large number for so
few branches. One difficulty in calculat-
ing the total attendance comes about in
the concept of “twicing,” meaning that
there was no way to account for people
who may have attended church meet-
ings more than once on that day.
Therefore, the number of attenders
probably does not reflect the actual
number of members or investigators of
the Church. The purpose of this article,
however, is to examine the number and
places of the branches, not the number
of attenders in each branch. Therefore,
if the reader desires more information
on the census and the many studies that
have been conducted using its data, an
excellent review and bibliographical
guide is provided by Clive D. Field.8

Church Membership Records

The Church of Jesus Christ was
instructed from its very earliest years to keep a record of baptisms, ordina-
tions, and children’s blessings.9 Hence, many branches in England and
Wales kept records of their members, often recording names, dates and
places of birth, and information on baptism, confirmation, and other church
ordinances. The branch records were organized by branch name and are on
microfilm in the Salt Lake Family History Library.

One of the difficulties in searching for individuals in the branch records
is that many times branches drew members from several miles away from the
center of the branch. Therefore, family or church historians who would like
to find branch localities for an individual who did not live in the same ham-
let, parish, or town where the branch was located might be confused and
unable to find the nearby branch where the individual attended.10 In the

Thomas Lorenzo Obray, Elder, was
responsible for the information about the

Minster-Sheppey Branch in Kent,
England. He later served a mission in

Malta with Lorenzo Snow. When
Lorenzo Snow became President of the

church, Thomas Obray adopted
“Lorenzo” as his middle name.

Courtesy Cache Pioneer Museum, 
Daughters of Utah Pioneers, 

Logan, Utah.
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Family History Library Catalog, the branch records are categorized by place
name, leading to the possibility that a family historian would not look for
church records in neighboring towns or counties.

There are 386 branches in England and Wales in 1851 for which the
Family History Library has branch records available. Presumably, at one time
more branch records existed, since the figure of 386 comes nowhere near the
572 branches reported in the Millennial Star. Because such records would
have had to survive many years and many miles of travel from Britain to
arrive at the Church Archives in Salt Lake City, several possibilities exist as
to the reason why many branch records are currently missing. The most
obvious reason is that records were simply lost over time. Another viable
reason may come from the fact that branches were combined and dissolved
from time to time, and the records from one branch may have been sub-
sumed into another one. Finally, perhaps some branches were not good
record keepers.11

Comparison of the 1851 Religious Census and Church Membership
Records

Because only 222 meeting places for the Church are found in the 1851
census and because 386 branches with records are found in the Family
History Library, we could presume that the census enumerators merely
missed many of the branches that were in existence and that all the census
places would be found among the branch records. In compiling the branch
comparison chart of these two sources, I found that, indeed, many branches
were simply missed by the census. However, a substantial number of meeting
places reported in the census do not have corresponding branch records now
available at the Family History Library. Apparently, many branches either
did not keep good records, or those records have been lost in the 150 years
since they were written.

Method of Comparison

To compare the census places with the branch membership records, I
found exact localities of the census and of the branches. The published
report of the 1851 census, found in the Irish University Press Series of British
Parliamentary Papers, lists tables of census places based on counties, large
cities, and registration districts. The registration districts usually encom-
passed several parishes and sometimes did not follow parish or county lines.
For example, the registration district of Basford, Nottinghamshire, has six
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congregations of the Church meeting on census Sunday, but from the report
alone, there would be no way of knowing the parishes where these meetings
took place. However, the original census return lists the parish names and
also the names and addresses of the individuals filling out the form, usually
the presiding elder or elders of the branches.

The original manuscript returns for the 1851 religious census for
England and Wales are found at the Public Record Office in Kew, Surrey,
England.12 In examining them, however, I found that several of the original
returns were either not available or were not uniquely identifiable as con-
gregations of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.13 For exam-
ple, one return states that the church is called the “London City Mission,”
which may or may not be a Latter-day Saint group.14 Therefore, the total
number of identified meeting places for the Church in the 1851 census came
to only 210. The census places for church congregations were organized by
county and registration district, and the parish and presiding authority were
listed.

As mentioned previously, branch membership records were found in the
Family History Library Catalog. Branch names usually corresponded with
the hamlet, parish, or town name in which the branch was located.15 To
make a comparison with the census, I located branches within their parish-
es and registration districts by using Wilson’s Imperial Gazetteer.16 With the
registration districts and parishes located, I created a chart listing the branch
name as it is found in the Family History Library Catalog and its parish and
registration district, enabling me to match the branches with the meeting
places of Latter-day Saint congregations as found in the census. The chart is
found at the end of this article.

Results of Comparing Census and Branch Records

The overall findings from the comparison of these two major sources
listing branches of the Church in England and Wales show that many of the
congregations found in the 1851 religious census do match up with known
branches of the Church that still have existing branch records. From the
point of view of the census, the coverage of Latter-day Saint congregations
was quite poor. Only 134 meeting places out of a possible 386 branches with
existing membership records were recorded by census enumerators (35 per-
cent%). However, 76 meeting places were recorded by the census for which
there are no corresponding branch records. The census provides information
about a substantial number of branch locations that have no existing church
records.
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Conclusion

Comparing these two primary sources, the branch membership records
found in the Family History Library and the 1851 religious census of England
and Wales, I have shown that establishing a reliable figure for LDS Church
membership and the number of branches in the 1850s is more difficult than
using a source such as the Millennial Star reports or finding the number of
branch records in the Family History Library. The 1851 census sheds new
light on LDS Church records, not only because it is a contemporary record
source but also because it originated from outside the Church’s own records.
The 1851 religious census allows historians to see that there is more to learn
about the Church in Britain because many branches in Britain during the
1850s have not been documented. The chart below is helpful to both
Church and family historians because it shows other possible places in
England and Wales where Church members might have met and been bap-
tized.

The fact that seventy-six meeting places found in the census do not cor-
respond with existing Church records gives rise to several questions that
might be answered by further study. Could these congregations have been
separate branches that do not have records? Or could the census places be
meeting places that were more convenient for branch members than going
to the central branch location? Where have the branch records gone? Could
the records actually exist but be unrecognizable because they are catalogued
under a different name? These questions may be impossible to answer unless
a thorough examination of every branch record is made in some future study.

The purpose of this article was to introduce the 1851 religious census as
another possible source for use in research about the Church in nineteenth-
century Britain. The chart that follows documents the branches for which
there are existing membership records and compares the branches with the
congregations that were located by the 1851 census.

Explanation of the Comparison Chart of Branches in England and Wales

The comparison chart has eight columns and is organized alphabetical-
ly by country and county. All of the English counties are listed first, with
Welsh counties at the end. For this chart, Monmouthshire is counted as part
of Wales.

The first column shows the name of the registration district to enable
the reader to locate other civil records organized by registration districts,
such as civil registration.

The second column lists the LDS branch name or the conference name.
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Conferences consisted of several branches that often had their own sets of
records. Where they could be identified with a county, the conference
records are listed under each county where they belong. Branch names are
listed as they are found in the Family History Library Catalog, unless they
are misspelled. When misspellings occur in the catalog, the names on the
chart are listed as found in The Imperial Gazetteer or on a map. When the reg-
istration district is actually part of a different county than the parish (dis-
tricts did not follow county boundaries), the branch is listed under the coun-
ty of the parish rather than the registration district. For example,
Eddlesborough Branch is in Buckinghamshire, but its registration district is
Leighton Buzzard, part of Bedfordshire. Therefore, Eddlesborough is found in
the chart under Buckinghamshire, although its registration district is also
listed under Bedfordshire when connected to another branch.

The third column is the listing of the parish names associated with the
branches. If branch names are not the same name as the parish, a parish
name is listed. When the branch name is the same as the parish or when
there are too many parishes within the city to know where the branch
belongs, a parish name is not listed. As examples, Cold Ash Branch in
Berkshire is actually located in Thatcham Parish, which is listed in the third
column. On the other hand, Newbury Branch in Berkshire is located in
Newbury Parish; hence, a parish name is not listed. The city of Reading in
Berkshire has several parishes, so no parish name is listed for the Reading
Branch.

The fourth column lists the Family History Library film numbers for the
branch and conference records. The fifth column lists the time period of the
membership records as found in the catalog. When the time period was not
listed in the catalog, I examined the record on film and was able to deter-
mine the time period fairly closely. No branches are listed in this chart if
their membership records began after 1851. A few branch records have
records that finish before 1851. These branches are included in the chart
because there is a possibility that those branches were still in existence in
1851, even though the records may have been subsumed into another
branch or were lost. Several of the census places actually correspond to
branches whose records ended before 1851.

The sixth column is the parish name of the meeting place as listed in the
1851 religious census. The census recorded both the parish name and the
registration district, but the district is not repeated because it is listed in the
first two columns of the chart. When the parish name does not match the
branch name from the library catalog but falls within the jurisdiction of the
same registration district, I considered the branch and the census place to be
a match.
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The seventh column contains the name and position of the presiding
authority who completed the census form. Generally, the individual is the
presiding elder, but at times a clerk, secretary, or even the wife of the pre-
siding elder completed the census return.

Notes

1. James R. Moss, “The Gospel Restored to England,” in Truth Will Prevail: The Rise
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in the British Isles 1837–1987, ed. V. Ben
Bloxham, James R. Moss, and Larry C. Porter (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1987), 71–103.

2. “Statistical Report of the Church in the British Islands, for the Half-Year Ending
June 1st, 1851,” Millennial Star, 13 (1 July 1851): 207.

3. Family History Library Catalog (Salt Lake City: The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter- day Saints, 2002), available online at www.familysearch.org.

4. Horace Mann, Census of Great Britain, 1851, Report and Tables on Religious
Worship in England and Wales, vol. 10, Irish University Press Series of British
Parliamentary Papers, Population (Shannon, Ireland: Irish University Press, 1970), cxi.

5. A conference consisted of a fairly large geographical area, made up of many
branches. According to the Millennial Star’s statistical report cited above, there were thir-
ty-six conferences in England and Wales in 1851. The boundaries of conferences did not
follow county lines.

6. Family History Library Catalog
. 7. David M. Thompson, “The Religious Census of 1851,” in The Census and Social
Structure, ed. Richard Lawton (London: Frank Cass and Company, 1978), 241–86.

8. Clive D. Field, “The 1851 Religious Census of Great Britain: A Bibliographical
Guide for Local and Regional Historians,” The Local Historian 27, no. 4 (November
1997): 194-215.

9. See Doctrine & Covenants 21:1; 127:6–7. See also Beverly J. Norton, “Record
Keeping,” in The Encyclopedia of Mormonism, ed. Daniel H. Ludlow (New York:
MacMillan, 1992), 1194–1196.

10. While there are lists of branch locations and film numbers available at the ref-
erence desk in the LDS Family History Library in Salt Lake City, these lists are not avail-
able to the public elsewhere. An example of one such list of branches available upon
request at the reference desk is the Ward, Branch, District, and Conference Records of
England including London and Environs 1837–1950 with Maps and Family History Library
Film Numbers (Salt Lake City, Utah: Family History Library, 1989).

11. An example of poor records is the branch register for Steeple Ashton, Wiltshire.
Someone wrote a note stating, “If the [books are] opened and the dead [are] judged out
of the ‘things that are written in the Books,’ we hope that our ‘Recording Angel’ has been
more attentive to his duty than the Secretaries of this Branch have been.” Family History
Library film #87034, item 7.

12. I obtained copies of the original returns from the Public Record Office (HO
129); however, they are now available on microfilm numbers 2206646-22006719, Family
History Library, Salt Lake City, Utah.

13. This study is limited to England and Wales because the original manuscript
returns for Scotland have not survived, as stated by Field, “The 1851 Religious Census of
Great Britain,” 208.
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14. Census return for HO 129/20, 33.
15. The two exceptions I found are the Portland Row Branch, from Nottinghamsh

ire, and the Old Kent Road Branch in Surrey. Portland Row appears to be a street name
in Nottingham rather than a parish. Old Kent Road is the old road leading from London
to the county of Kent, which went through several parishes. Although I designated it as
being part of the Lambeth parish, the church’s meeting place could have been anywhere
along the road.

16. John Marius Wilson, The Imperial Gazetteer of England and Wales, 6 vols.
(London: A. Fullarton & Co., 1872).
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