
JOHN NEEDHAM'S NAWOO LETTER: 1843 
Maunne Can Ward 

Leeds, Yorkshke, England was the bk@pIace o f  
John Neadbam, bom I Apnl1819 to James Needham and 
MaryAnni&ge. Jmes was a well-respecte businessman, 
as well as a p d n e n t  social figure. Later the f m l y  
moved to Wmngton, Lancashire, near liverpool. There 
James enrolled his young son h a select school until he 
was fourteen years of age, at which t h e  John was 
qprenticed for seven years in a large d r a m  emponiun. 
After working only three yean; the bushess was sold and 
John was given papers being him fiom his 
apprenticeship. 

In 1837 John was workng as a store clerk m 
Aeston when he heard the restoredgospel of Jesus Cks t  
preached by &son Hyde. Immediately, John believed. 
James Needham, upon hearing o f  his son's "folly, " 
b.aveled to Preston and ordered John to accompany him 
back to Wambpton. Jmes then found work for his son ia 
Manchester, but soon received word t h t  John wits not 
only minghg with tbe Ammencan preachers again, but was 
preaching alongside them For the second the, Jmes took 
John back to Wmbgton until he found new employment 
for him in StaiTrdshke. Monnon Apostle George A. 
S m ~  came to Staffordshke, and soon John was travehg 
with him. As an ordined elder in the church, John was a 
faithful missionv fiom 1838 to 1843, labonng io 
Staffordshire, BBirmiogham, Wales, Monmouthshire, and 
otherplaces. 

Fioally, James Needham gave up hyxhg toprevent 
John h m  pursuighisnew-found religin, but did forbid 
him to have any contact witb his m o k ,  brothers, and 
sisters until he came to his senses and returned to his 
fonnerbehef M q  however, could not be as harsh as her 
husband, and occasionally sent John help as he traveled 
around without 'purse or saip. " 

For somemon, io 1842, Jmes had a soRenhg of 
his heart, and sent for John to come home. James then 
listened for the h t  h e  to hk son's testhony. He offerd 
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to outfit John with whatever he needed to em;Orate to 
Nauvoo, Ilhois, where he couldjoh with the Latter-day 
Saia& and die headquarters of  the church. 

John sailadhm Livepolio 1843. Although none 
ofhk M y  had fiI& accepted the church at this time, the 
followiog letter shows the love between John and his 
-& and tbe racondation &er five years of bitterness. 
John had bempromised by church leaders that his parents 
would be brought ioto the church through him achg in 
God's hands. Later, when James' fiancial circumstances 
chaqgea! John sa t  money to bring hk paren& to America. 
Mary Needbam died while travehng up the Mssiss@pi, 
before she could see her son again. James mBmved in 
Kanm'IIe, Iowa where he was bapdzed by John. 

John Needbam emigrated to Utah in the spn'g of 
1851 with his wife, Samh Ann Booth; two children; his 
Ma, Jmes; mdhk sz'sier, E l k  Sarab Ann gave birtb to 
a thkd child on the banks of the PIatte River. In Salt Lake 
City, John followed his early tnvtnvniag ia merchandising, 
opening a store in the Eighth Ward. Next he became a 
juniorpartner m the fkm of Robbios and Needhm, even 
travehg East to buy goods for his store and that of 1 M. 
Homerand Company He losthisiovestment when tbe two 
stom ma& and thus m e d  to farmiog m West Jordan, 
across the Jordan River. The mercantile busioess soon 
pulled him back and he went into a bushess venture with 
William C. Stiubes, called Staioes, Needham and 
Company. 

In the fill of 1860, John rehuaed to England on a 
mtcsion. WBen he m a d  three years later, he clerked for 
other business establishmen& and iraveled to the East for 
goods again. When the Zion 's Cwperative Mercantile 
hdhition (ZCM) opened, he became the manager of the 
clotbxbg departme aposition he held for many years. 

Af)erlivigiz SaltLakefornear& forty yean; John 
N d a m  lookad to Logan, ache County, ninety miles to 
tbenorth, hopmg the move would bnng better health and 
prosperity. By 1890, when he moved, John had lost his 
fitst WE, SSarab Ann; his second wif, Martha Uilnes; and 
hk son, Charles Albert. A ccompanring him was his third 
wife, Martba Rose Turner. John suffered much illness 
dunhg his later years io Logan. He died there on I4 June 



1901 and was bununed in Salt Lake City. 

CITY OF NAUVOO, FRIDAY, JULY 7TH, 1843 

My Dear Father and Mother,--I sit down to write 
home; I have part of to-day to spare, so occupy it in so 
doing. As I wished you whilst in England to receive my 
letter fiom this place before fall, I see it high time to write. 
I could have done so before, but have stayed as long as I 
could, so as to give you all the information about this place 
that I can. mat  Z wrie shall be true and correct as f~ as 
Zhave come to the knowledge of it and have received tig6t 
hhtiwation, Before I commence, let me ask you all how do 
you do? But I shall have to stay some time before I can get 
that answered. With regard to myself, I have been on the 
mending way ever since I came here, for I was very unwell 
when I first landed in Nauvoo. But I commence. 

Firstly, I would speak of the appearance of the place, 
the city of Nawoo. We had a very trying time in corning up 
the river, and I suffered a good deal in sickness; we were 
about seventeen days in coming h m  New Orleans to 
Nawoo: we came the trip in two boats; that is, we changed 
our boats at St. Louis, two hundred miles Erom Nawoo or 
thereabouts. The appearance of the country, fiom St. Louis 
to Nauvoo, in a general way is more wild; the country on 
each side of the river is covered with large timber like a 
forest, but the land in a general way is high and very rich. 
There are a great many dwellings on the sides of the river 
but scattered apart. We came to several towns very prettily 
laid out between St. Louis and Nauvoo. The face of the 
country looked green and smiling it is indeed a grand sight 
to sail up the river, from the mouth to Nauvoo is about 
fifteen hundred miles, and tongue cannot express the beauty 
of its windings and prospects on each side; no man of 
understanding can come up the Mississippi without being 
filled with wonder and astonishment at the vast extent of 
country, enough to sustain the world $cultivated. 

But to proceed. When within five or six miles of this 
place, we heard the agreeable cry of "Nauvoo to be seen," 
the long-looked-for place; every eye was stretched towards 
the place, as you may be sure our eyes gazed with delight, 
but with astonishment, to see the great extent of it. The city 
seemed to rise gradually h n  the sea, with the houses much 
scattered, but over a great extent of ground; it has without 
any mistake, more so than any place we had seen before, a 
grand appearance. It looked very pretty fiom the river. Just 
where Nawoo stands, the river turns in the shape of a horse 

shoe, the river going three parts round the city. From rising 
ground in Nauvoo we have a splendid sight of the country 
on the other side of the river, which is very pleasant. The 
extent of the city is four miles, laid out in lots and streets in 
nice order; I mean that each house has a piece of land 
attached to it, either a quarter, half, or a whole acre of land, 
and some more, which makes the houses appear scattered. 
For two miles square the city is covered in that way, but in 
the centre, near the temple, they are quite close like other 
towns. If all the houses were put together as in other places, 
they would make a large place; I should think twice or 
thrice the size of Warrington; but you may judge yourselves 
h m  what extent it runs. 

As I was to give mother every particular, whether it 
was all a wilderness or not, and whether they lived in 
houses as in England, or tents, I will endeavour to do so. 
This is a new place, not above four or five years old, so we 
must not expect a very large, or at least a grand place in so 
short a time; but any one that could have seen the place five 
years ago and see it now, would indeed be filled with 
wonder, to think that a few poor people could make such a 
difference in so short a time; but this I can see and say, that 
it bids fair to be one of the most beautiful places both for 
situation and other things, in America, or I may say, in the 
world; for I don't know what should hinder it, except we 
disobey the Lord and sin against him, and are scattered as 
the disobedient always were. From the diligence and 
enterprise of the people, buildings rise fast. When first they 
settled here, after being driven from their homes in 
Missouri, it was covered with trees like the forests in 
England; this had to be cleared by the people that settled 
here. The first comers had to contend with the most 
diffcdties. They had to make shift with anything, and toil 
in the midst of suffering and hunger, nothing but distress 
seemed before them, although land at that time as well as 
provisions were cheap; but let us see, the timber had to be 
felled and cleared, houses had to be built, the land to be 
cultivated, which could not be done without much toil and 
suffering. The place, also, was very unhealthy, so that 
people would not settle there previous to the Saints coming; 
but as most were poor, they persevered, and what have they 
done for themselves that have persevered? Well, they have 
got a piece of land cultivated, a house built, a cow or more, 
pigs, poultry, &c., and all without money, perhaps, but not 
without suffering, and they now reap their reward in a 
measure. 

The place is now different and we new comers have 
not half the toil and trials that they had, but we are not 



without them in a measure, I assure you, for it is still a new 
place, and there are many things to contend with. Land with 
them was cheaper, as a matter of course, than it is now, and 
now land keeps getting more in value as the place improves, 
I mean in the city; a few miles out it can be got as cheap as 
ever. All new comers, except they have a little money to buy 
them some land and build a house, which does not take 
much, have to contend with hardships; but how can it be 
otherwise, as the place is new, and most that come poor. We 
can't get money for labour, at least in a general way. Well, 
how do you get along, say you. Why a man gets work for 
land, brick, wood or stone, provisions, &c; well, in a year or 
two, or say more, he may pay for his land, get brick enough 
for a house and other things. He cultivates his own land and 
is then his own master, but not without manypinches in the 
time if he has a family. He then b e p s  to see better days. 
This is the way the poor have to act here. Many, I know in 
this place, have now houses and lands, and they have told 
me how they have got them--it has been by trying for them; 
but how long, I say, might they stay in England before a 
poor man could have a good brick house over his head, and 
land, cows, &c. I say again, that all that come here will be 
tried in many ways that they would not be in an old country 
or settled place; but we look to the time not being far or a 
great way off, when we shall not be behind in any good 
thing or necessary of life, or any thing that will tend to our 
temporal good and comfort as well as spiritual. 

The streets are not yet paved, but are in the rough, in 
dry weather pleasant, except a little dust, but in wet weather 
unpleasant; some streets are better than others. Two or three 
places in the city have a very business-like appearance with 
having Merent kinds of shops. We have a many good brick 
houses, and others are hum-wood and log houses. Some of 
the houses appear strange to a person who has been 
accustomed to live in a fine-built place, but a greatmany 
are quite smart large bnck houses, which would look well 
in any city. I was quite surprised to find so many good 
brick-built houses. Brick houses, stone, and others, are 
building as fast as they can, and I see a great difference in 
the short time I have been here. It is a saying in Nauvoo, 
"they spring up like mushrooms." I did not know but that I 
should have had to live gipsey fashion, but I soon got a 
home. In a general way the houses have one good room 
below and a bed room, m e  have more. I thought to have 
sent a drawing of Nawoo, but it would take more time than 
I can spare to do it justice, for it is a much larger place than 
I expected to find. Any person with a bit of land and house 
may be happy here, for it is very pleasant. There are many 
not Mormons who live here. Many have got themselves land 

a few miles from the city, as the land is much cheaper than 
in Nauvoo. 

I was on the prairies, that is land a few miles out of 
Nauvoo, like a field in England, but ten or twenty miles 
square. without timber, a few days ago, and was offered a 
house and eighty acres of land, fenced and cultivated, and a 
good title for L 160; or he would sell forty acres at about 
30s. An acre, but without the house. Land uncultivated may 
be jp for 8s., 12s., 15s., and 20s. An acre; it depends upon 
the situation and the title. But the land at so low a price will 
want cultivating, and takes a year or two before it brings any 
return. Land in the city is as high as L200 an acre, but can 
be got for L10, or L20, and so on. We carmot keep 
dishonest men h m  creeping in our midst, for the place is 
open to all. Every person coming here must do the best he 
can for himself, and take heed to counsel given by those that 
seek their good; but if men will not fear God and act with 
honesty they must stand the consequences. 

With regard to the labouring people here, we want 
some one with money to raise a manufactory or more; we 
then could employ many idle hands, and a many who go to 
the neighbouring states and towns. Thls is caused by the 
often flush of emigrants, both from the Eastern States and 
from England. It would be a great thing for this place to 
have manufactories of different kmds, but time and 
perseverance and faithfulness before the Lord, will bring a 
good deal about that will be for the good of the place. As to 
the people of Nauvoo, we have both good and bad as in all 
places; but taking them altogether, any one amongst us 
would say, we are a thriving, intelligent, and happy people, 
though passing through trials and sufferings fio our enemies 
on account of our faith, but through grace we will conquer. 

People that came to Nauvoo have to learn a great 
deal by experience that they cannot be taught away from 
here; and be a s s d  that all that come here must not expect 
perfection nor a perfect place; but if people come with a 
pure motive to the glory of God, and not to get gain and live 
upon others, and care for no one but themselves, they had 
better stay away, for it is very likely they will stumble at 
something; but let them come as if they were corning to 
their father's house, to be taught in the ways of God, and sit 
under the voice of a prophet, which is of more value than 
gold; yea, let them be willing to suffer like Moses and say 
with one of old, "This people shall be my people, and their 
God my God." I tell you what, i f  wheat and tares grow 
togefber any where, ~t is here; but a day of sifting will 
come, and our trials are only to see what we will bear for 



the truth. As to myself, I care not what it is so I can finish 
my course with joy and get a place in my Saviour's 
kqdom, for I know what I do know, and no man can cheat 
me out of it, and that is, that tbe work is of God I just 
speak in this way because some have expected to find 
people perfect here; but I never taught it or expected to see 
it. They must have very weak minds who look for such 
things; what we have to do is to keep right ourselves. 

With regard to my faith on the work, and Joseph 
Smith, and Hyram, and others, it is stronger than ever if it 
be possible, and before I came here all that knew me are 
aware it was not very weak. Joseph Smith is a great man, a 
man of principle, a straight fonvard man; no saintish long- 
faced fellow, but quite the reverse. Indeed some stumble 
because he is such a straight fmard,  plain spoken, cheerful 
man, but that makes me love him the more; but if people 
will stumble, let them, for such miserable notions a many 
have got with regard to religion, that he wants to cheat them 
out of i t  I know what it is to pull long faces and to sigh and 
groan, as you know, but, thank the lord, I understand 
principle, and see my duty, and enjoy His spirit, which is 
not bondage, but liberty. I have seen and been in the 
company of Joseph, and heard him speak several times. I 
love him, and believe him to be a Prophet of God, and 
called to do a great work in these last days on the earth. He 
is in his place, but is a sturnbling=block to thousands, as his 
Master, the Saviour, was before him in his day. His brother 
Hjmm is a much milder man in his manners, more precise, 
a man of God, and has the confidence of the faithlid. Their 
work is true, but surely it is a marvellous and strange work; 
but it ~Zsfand though and hell a p e  &put it down. 
There is one thing, his enemies have to acknowledge that 
Joseph is no h~poaite. 

I will tell you of my enjoyment since I came here. 
Tuesday, the 4th of July was a great day in America; we had 
our enjoyments, but different to some, for we had the 
pleasure of seeing our Prophet amongst us, who had for 
m e  days been in the hands of his enemies. I must tell you 
how it was. A Rev. came to Nawoo, and preached 
in the Temple, by the leave of Joseph. He staid with him a 
few days, when Joseph returned with the Rev. to his 
home, which is about 30 miles, I think, from Nauvoo, to see 
some of Mrs. Smith's friends, who live with this Divine. 
Joseph's enemies got to hear this, who are always thirsting 
for his blood, as they did the Prophets before hlm, and the 
Saviour. Two men from the State of Missouri, where they 
met with such cruelty some years back, got a false writ from 
the Governor to bring him to Missouri, to be tried for 

treason. Just like the Saviour, he was taken by these men, 
who were armed with pistols, and threatened to sheet him 
if he made anything to do. He was taken and put in 
confinement; by this time the people in the town where he 
was, got to hear of it; two lawyers came to see him, but at 
first were not permitted to see him of speak to him. The 
former two men sought to get a conveyance and hurry him 
out of town, and from thence to Missouri, for by this time 
they had learned that the town was opposed to such 
unlawful doings as not to allow persons to speak to him. A 
number of the town's-people agreed to go and deliver 
Joseph out of their hands, even if they had to destroy 
Joseph's enemies. They soon saw the feeling of the people 
towards Joseph, and so altered in their manners, and Joseph 
had to beg the lives of his two enemies, or they would surely 
have been killed. What did Joseph do but get a writ served 
upon these men, who had taken him unlawfully, and with 
them came to Nawoo. We had sent several hundreds of our 
soldiers to his help, if they began to be rough, and to assist 
him. 

It was a line sight to see them come into the town. 
We heard of their corning and sent our band of music and 
&ages and people. In the commencement of the train was 
Joseph and his wife, who was one that went to meet him, 
and Hyram his brother, with other noted men of the city, a 
great many ladies on horseback, with about 200 carriages 
following, and best of it, Joseph had got his two prisoners 
in the train. It was an affecting sight. The city was all alive 
to see our brother and bend; we shouted him welcome and 
shed tears of joy to see him again delivered fro his enemies. 
The streets were crowded that he passed through; we took 
him home, his poor mother met him worn down with 
suffering and toil, and fell upon him and wept. Joseph 
looked worn out with toil, he spoke to us all and blessed us, 
and said he would address us in the Temple in the 
afternoon. I could not help but weep when I looked at the 
man and thought of his suffering for the truth. Joseph had 
been tried a few days ago by one of the state judges; he was 
tried at Nauvoo, but nothing could be proved against him, 
so he was set at liberty as he has been near sixty times 
before. The two men he brought with him are to be tried at 
Quincy, another city a short way from here. Whilst in 
Nawoo Joseph returned gocd for evil to these men, for he 
had them at his house and fed them at his table, and his wife 
waited upon them, but they seemed as hardened as ever to 
Joseph. 

As I was speakmg before about the 4th of this month, 
I will now proceed. Two companies of our legion were on 



duty at an early hour, to escort strangers to our meetings that 
came by the steamers. Our first meeting opened by half-past 
ten, by elder Hyde preaching he gave a most beautiful 
address, scores of carriages were round the congregation 
listening to the discourse. It has been said from good 
authority that h n  twenty to thirty thousand were present, 
and I know a better looking company could not meet. In the 
aftemoon, elder P. P. Pratt preached, and after him Joseph 
Smith spoke in his own defence. As several hundreds of 
people came up the river to Nawoo to spend the day, 
whenever a boat came with a company, the band and legion 
brought them up to the meeting. I can't tell you my feelings 
on that and what I have felt other days; but I can say I 
rejoiced, I was happy, 1 enjoyed myself. Yes, these meetings 
and the communion of Saints, pay for all my suffering and 
toil. How thankful I am that I am here to be taught in the 
ways of God, and to enjoy such blessings. I must tell you all 
I am v e y  hllppy, and fdperfecectly satisfied i what I have 
done. There is only one thing that grieves me to any 
amount, and it is that I am so far h m  you and my brothers 
and sisters. There are some like myself alone, but most have 
some relations, still I live in hopes as I have always done 
since I cam in the church; I hope to see you again, I was 
going to say here, but time will show; sometimes I fancy I 

am not so far as I am fhnn you all, for we Live in houses like 
tfiose ia England, and I enjoy the society of those, or some 
of them at least, that I did in England. I still think of sister 
Grif6th, and shall be glad to see her, I pray the Lord to bless 
her. Miss Munro is keeping a young ladies' school. Miss G. 
Would find plenty of agreeable company here, and people 
of good learning. Let me know all the news of England. I 
hear there has been a stir amongst you. My best love to 
Arthur, Eliza, Sophia, and James. 

I remain, my dear father and mother, your very 
affectionate son, 

JOHN NEEDHAM 

NOTES 

Information about John Needham was drawn &om 
Orson F. Whitney's, History of  Utah 4: 453-455; and 
Susan Easton Black's compilation, Membersha o f  tbe 
Church o f  Jesus Chfist o f  Latrerday Saiots: 1830-1848. 

John Needham's letter is taken fiom the Millennia/ 
Star4 (October 1843): 87-90. 


