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Heimay Island

Map showing the location of Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland. Image courtesy Intellectual
Reserve.

Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland, location of the new museum exhibit focusing on early Latter-
day Saints who emigrated from Iceland to Utah. Photograph courtesy Intellectual
Reserve.
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LDS Exhibit in the
Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland, Folk
Museum

Steven L. Olsen

July 16, 2011, was an important date in the recent history of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints in Iceland. On that day, eighty-six Ice-
landic Latter-day Saints—virtually every active member of the Church in
Iceland—gathered to the island of Heimay in Vestmannaeyjar, part of the
Westman Islands off the southern coast of Iceland, to attend the opening of
a permanent museum exhibit at the Vestmannaeyjar Folk Museum, entitled
“Icelandic Heritage Among the Mormons.” Traveling some distance by car
and ferry, Icelandic Saints initially assembled with citizens of Vestmannaeyjar
on the windswept western coast of the island on a beautiful but brisk Saturday
afternoon to celebrate the exhibit’s opening. The program commenced near
the coastal tide pool where many of the two hundred early Mormon converts
from Vestmannaeyjar were baptized, and not far from the cove where they
once worshipped weekly in secret out of fear of persecution.

Following a brief outdoor brunch, the celebration continued in the shad-
ow of the impressive “Monument to the Emigrants,” commissioned by the
Icelandic Association of Utah and dedicated in 2000, which features a statue
by Utah artist Gary Price. The monument honors some four hundred Icelandic
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The museum exhibit in Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland, tells the story of Icelanders who
joined The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and emigrated to Utah between
1854 and 1914. Image courtesy Intellectual Reserve.

The museum exhibit in Vestmannaeyjar, Iceland, explores the connection between

Iceland and the Latter-day Saints. Pictured here is a 2005 visit of Iceland president Olafur

Ragnar Grimsson during a visit to Utah. LDS Church President Gordon B. Hinckley is
pictured to the right. Image courtesy Intellectual Reserve.
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Latter-day Saints who gathered to Utah between 1854 and 1914, and estab-
lished a new homeland, primarily in Spanish Fork.

Kari Bjarnason, head librarian of the Vestmannaeyjar Library, conducted
the program, which consisted of several hymns of the Restoration performed
by a combined choir from the Selfoss and Reykjavik branches of the Church,
the only currently organized Latter-day Saint congregations in Iceland. Fol-
lowing the singing, those in attendance boarded buses and vans and toured the
island to learn of its rich history and to view sites where the early Saints lived.
Knowing the farms where early Saints came from is vital for family history
in Iceland, since the ongoing tradition of patronymics makes a person’s last
name virtually irrelevant for tracing his or her family identity.

The hour-long tour concluded at the Vestmannaeyjar Folk Museum, lo-
cated in the heart of the city between the city hall and social hall, across the
street from the city park, and on a principal axis from the harbor—the life-
blood of the local economy and traditional point of entry for all travelers. The
museum had just reopened after a major renovation and a reinstallation of its
permanent exhibit galleries. The new exhibits featured six major themes from
the history of Vestmannaeyjar that express the essence of the island’s identity.
Themes include the fishing industry and the 1973 eruption of the Eldfell vol-
cano, which nearly destroyed the possibility of continued human habitation
on the island.

One of the six core themes chosen by the folk museum to represent the
legacy of the island and its people is the widespread conversion of its citizens
to Mormonism and their subsequent migration to America. The legacy of this
emigration is honored by the people of Vestmannaeyjar partly because many
of its leading citizens were among the converts to Mormonism and partly
because the Mormon emigrants preserved their Icelandic heritage by continu-
ing in America many of the traditions of their homeland. Even today, Spanish
Fork, Utah, hosts one of the largest annual celebrations of Icelandic heritage
outside of the “fatherland.” The remarkable story of conversion, immigration,
and cultural preservation is the focus of this permanent exhibit, which consists
of photographs, documents, artifacts, maps, and music. Its centerpiece is a
wall depicting the names and photographic images of all known Icelanders
who converted to Mormonism and gathered to Utah during this period, half of
whom came from Vestmannaeyjar.

At the dedication of the exhibit, attendees filled the exhibit galleries near-
ly to capacity. The combined choirs sang several Mormon hymns, some of
which exist only in Icelandic. Their singing was punctuated by remarks from
representatives of the scholarly community, the museum, the LDS Church,
and the Mormon Historic Sites Foundation, all of whom assisted with the cre-
ation of the exhibit. Fridrik Bjorgvinsson, an engineer from Vestmannaeyjar,
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spoke about early Mormon his-
tory on the island. Pall Marvin
Jonsson, managing director of
the Knowledge Center in Vest-
mannaeyjar and a member of
the town council, expressed his
gratitude to those who devel-
oped the display. Steven L. Ol-
sen, senior curator of the LDS
Church History Department,
provided an overview of the
exhibit. Kim R. Wilson, chair
of the Mormon Historic Sites
Foundation, officially opened
the exhibit and explained how
Utah donors had generously
provided funding for the proj-
ect.

Fred E. Woods, BYU pro-
fessor of Church History and
Doctrine, expressed apprecia-
tion to Pall Marvin Jonsson for
supporting the installation of
this exhibit in the Vestmannaey-
jar Folk Museum and related
how a number of individuals
and institutions from Iceland
and Utah had worked together
to produce the inspiring Mor-
mon exhibition. He also drew
upon the words of the Apostle
Paul in expressing the view that
although many had planted and
watered to help develop the ex-
hibit, God had surely given the
increase (1 Cor. 3:6-7).

Professor Woods further
explained that this exhibit is the

Celebrating the opening of a permanent museum
exhibit about Icelandic Mormons are, from
left to right: Fred E. Woods from Brigham
Young University, Kari Bjarnason from the
Vestmannaeyjar Folk Museum, Kim R. Wilson
from the Mormon Historic Sites Foundation, and
Steven L. Olsen from the LDS Church History
Department. Photograph courtesy Intellectual
Reserve.

Icelandic exhibit

commemorates Mormon heritage

Rich history showcased in | v
Vestmannaeyjar Folk Museum Q
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Article in the August 13, 2011, issue of the LDS
Church News featuring a report of the Mormon
exhibit in the Vestmannaeyjar Folk Museum.

product of a larger historical project which has been ongoing for several years.
During the next four years, he and Kari Bjarnason will continue to collect Ice-
landic manuscripts and images in both Utah and Iceland which they anticipate
will provide additional information concerning early Icelandic Mormon his-
tory during the years 1851 to 1914.
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Saga mormona i Vesturheimi - Freedandi dagskra og syning { Sagnheimum:

Bara helmingurinn af s6gunni

-Hinn helmingurinn er skradur hér { bréfunum sem bérust til Vestmannaeyja
Purfum ad komast i pau til ad fa heildarmyndina - Gaman ad sja ad Safnahusid
verda midstdd rannsékna og midlunar & ségu okkar - Beekur { smidum

Laugardaginn 16. jdlf efndi Pekk-
ingarsetur Vestmannaeyja { sam-
\mrr vid Sdgusetur 1627 tl dag-
efii af opnun fyrstu varan-
legu syningarinnar um sSgu peirra
Islendinga sem flutst il Utah &
drunum 1854 til 1914, Syningin er
hluti af hinu nyja Byggdasafni —
Sagnheimum.

AD sogn Kira Bjarasonar, for-
stbdumanns Bokasafns Vestmanna-
eyja, markadi syningin upphaf &
samstarfi milli hdskdlans { Utah og
Vlemdnn eyja um ad rannsaka
a er gerdust mor-
il o8 futtat vesoar urn B,

Um 400 einstaklingar fluttust frd
fslandi tl Utah & drunum 1854 il
1914 og var hvorki meira né minna
en rsklega helmingur peirra hédan
r Vestmannacyjum”, sagdi Ki
Dagskrdin h6fSt vid Scnd|b00mn
styttuna vid Mormnapoll ser
gefin var 4rid 2005 a0 hluta ot
somu cinstaklingum og nd hafa
hafid gt samstarf.

Séngur, stipa og saga

Par var bodid upp 4 sipu hj Einsa
kalda, en sokum tveggja tfma
seinkunar HerjGlfs var dagskréin
stytt ar frd pvi sem auglyst var og
einungis sungid, auk pess sem Kari
Kynnti hvad framundan veeri. Mor-
monaker fré Reykjavik og Selfossi
sd um allan songflutning,

tilefni dagsins kom um 30 manna
Ve:lmuum\(,yj.x ack um 50
narra gesta r Reykjavik. P var
{alsverdur unldl heimamanna
mattur.

Sogusetur 1627 baud il sigu-
kynningar og fékk Arar Sigur-
mundsson til ad leida gesti { allan
sannleika um yndi Eyjanna og var
farid { 70 manna rdtu 4 vegum
Simma og Unnar auk pess sem
}:-rjar minni ritur fylgdu & e, |

ritum var selt upp talstodva-

Kees v umnt var 88 hayra { Amari
 ollum fiGrum ritunum.

lokinni skemmtilegri kynningu
4 Vestmannaeyjum par sem m.a.
var so0vad vid bd stadi sem helst
tengjast sogu mormona i Vs
mannaeyjum og sogu Tyrkjardns-
ins, enda 384 dr 4 pessum degi frd
atburdunum, var si66vad fyrir utan
Safnahsid.

Samstarf vié Utah

bar t6ku Kiri og Helga Hallbergs-
démr hinn nii safnstj6ri Sagn-

~ Byggdasafns & moti gest-
um. Flutt voru d¥6rp auk pess sem
morm6nakorinn stng inn & milli
atrida. Fyrstur til ad stiga 4 stokk
var Pdll Marvin mn on fram-

kvamdastjri Sags
reka Byggdas mo Raeddi hann um
mikilvegi mstarfs sem

pess
framundan veri og 1ysti yfir mikl-
s & pi

betur m.a. med pad 1 huga ad taka &
moti nemendum frd Utah.

i t6k vid Fridrik Bjorgvinsson
og kynnii rannsdknir sinar en hann
hefur haft brennandi huga 4 s6gu
morménanna 4 annan dratug og
safnad morgum merkilegum heim-
ildum, Kiri benti 4 a0 Friorik hefdi
14ti6 hann og Fred fd alla sina
vinnu begar hann frétti af rann-
sknum peirra. Sagdi Kiri 20 pad
sgndi vel hversu mikinn dhuga
Fridrik hefdi { raun & sogunni ad
hann veeri tilbiinn a0 lita adra
njta bess sem hann veeri biinn ad
safna il ad koma verkefninu sem
lengst fram,

Ahugaverd verkefni
Eftir s6ng mormGnakdrsins taladi

Fred Woods, professor vid H
Setom O e Tyt rann-
sknarverkefni sem hann og Kdri
hofu formlega pennan dag undir
merkjum Pekkingarseturs Vest-
mannaeyja og haskdlans  Utah.
Kom fram { méli Freds 20 um vaeri
reda verkefni sem detlad vaeri

20 teki fjogur dr og markmidio
vaeri ad leita uppi allar heimildir
sem enn vaeru til hjd einstaklingum
um stgu peirra sem flutw il Utah &
drunum 1854 til 1914, b yrdi efnt
Ul et { Vesmannacyjum o i
Utah um sogu frumkvodlanna, auk
pess sem hann og Kiri vaeru m
baekur um efnid { smidum.

Var greinilegt ad Fred hefur mik-
inn dhuga & verkefni peirra Kira og

St60 sem er Gvenjulegt { kynningu &
friedilegu verkefni. En eins og Kari
benti & pd er ekki nog fyrir fi
menn ad nota heilann, b fyrst
begar hjartad er einnig sett { verk-
efnid er von um g6dan drangur.

EKKi stér syning en
ahrifarik
Steve Olsen, yfirmadur syningar-

mala Kirkjunna
una sem brdt yr% opnu Saghi
hann ad { Bandarikjunum varu
syningar oft opnadar { tvennu lagi
fyrst veeri opnud syning sem syndi
meginhugmyndina og Gskad eftir
dbendingum frd gestum um pad
sem betur mat fara 49ur en end-
anlegsining y st upp:Sagli
Steve a8 bessi syning veeri
fullunnin heldu vildu

eyinga til ad segja sér hvad helst
yantadi pannig 20 unnt vaeri ad

Pi 16k Kim Wilson vid en hann er
sjémarformadur Sogufélagsins
tah sem hefur styrkt folda s
nga og rannsokna & stgu morména
i gmsum Iondum, par & medal
syninguna og rannsknina hér.
Lv\u “hann syninguna formlega

g pessi fredandi og
skemliga dagsked meb sing
Grsins og sidan foru
gestr b skoda sghingura.
Bladamadur n4di a0 smeygja sér
inn og skoda herlegheitin. betta er

ekki 61l nott i enn par sem um 10
myndir hafa brest vid fré pvi

myndir af f

fyrst s s
verid bt vid ad ef vidkomandi er
fri Vm(mummcyjum er bajarmatnid

it frf baejarndfounum.

Adstodarprofessor i
sumarfriinu

Bladamadur settist nidur med Kira
medan gestir skodud synin

ranns6knarverkefni peirra Freds
K sagdist vera ad fara a0 leggja
upp f sina pridju ferd til Utah i lok
Pessa mnadar en hann hlaut nyver-
10 styrk frd hask6lanum i Utah ad
verda adstodarpréfessor med skrif-
stofu og vinnuadstodu i haskol-
anum m«.ﬂan hann dvelur ytra

g in einungis nyta ~um..\|1md
mitt ad pessu sinni til 2 vera hjd

MORMONAKOR fré Reykjavik og Selfossi s um allan singflutning.

n tr I6ngu frii
g el &g hf engan g 6 20
yfirgefa. Eg hef leyfi (il a0 vinn:

morména i Vesturheimi og hdsko
ytra og adrar stofnanir par

grei0a pann kostnad. Eg er pakk-

Tatur fyrir tekiferio til

‘gera milt besta til ad mm sogu
beirra sem fluttust til Utah.

Allar frumheimildir sem vio
finnum { ferdum minum cru skann-
adar og munu sidan verda vard-
veitar hjd Jnu { skjalasafhinu sem
og { skjalasafni hskolans ytr
Tslendingafélagid f Utah heiur tekid
saman fyrir okkur lista med
nofnum um 700 einstaklinga sem

a ciga frumheimildir, bref,
deghkut kv o.s.fiv. og
vermma mitt ytra er ad fara med

d & milli stadanna, reda vid
. byda og setja { samkengi vid
bad sem vid vissum fyrir um
frumkvodlana, auk bess ad kynna
verkefnid fyrir m\mulcgum
styrktaradilum.

Allt vel begid
Ad lokum hvatti Kri bl.mummn il
ad segja f6lki 20 unm
inguna sem og a0 sk
safnio. . En mamlega il blﬂ]a
alla pd sem luma 4 heimildum eda
sognum um sogu mormonanna ad
spialla vid mig. Eg fer bt ti Utah
fi mst en par er bara

bréfunum sem birust til Ves
mannaeyja. Vid purfum ein
Komast { pau bref il ad fé h
myndina

Pad er gaman ad s a0 Sefa-
hiisid cr ad verda midstsd rann-
skna og midlunar & sogu okkar
Vestmannacyinga og vonandi ad
starfsmenn pess haldi dfram &
Possar g00u braut. Dagskrin um
Sogu mormGnanna er enn cin
Kafinn sem verd er 0 endurskrifa
okkur hinum il dnaegju og
frédleiks.

Article in the July 21, 2011, issue of the Fréttr newspaper featuring a report of the

Mormon exhibit in the Vestmannaeyjar Folk Museum.



	Vol. 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011) 166
	Vol. 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011) 167
	Vol. 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011) 168
	Vol. 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011) 169
	Vol. 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011) 170
	Vol. 12, no. 2 (Fall 2011) 171

